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The FaBiland Islands
and Dependencies

The Arge-t.ne ins e o e Yalliand ilands focus
& o wh 2t o0 of 8 Temace and hittle hnow n region
oI Nwihers Hemupheie Long governed by ihe
Betnh tat v rved By Argeniing. the Yalblandy ore
vzted @ me 4 W0 nsunir! miles off the tip of South
Amc:iice o J more thar 6,700 prvtics  niles from
e Lnind Niz ydom Srgenuns, sexing taclf o8 1he
wmhera of early Spernt claims, has borg asseriad oy
nghs o sovereignts met Ade ulands Some wholans
eoleeat’s row s Spencth 2-Chives ay evidence
the: tat.an, Spenul, ot Purtuguene nasigalon may
Aevt diccnered the Faldiands The Brossh, whe
wrated (M aslands s early 3y 1492, recanr s¢ neader
Svanit ¢ Argeatne Slaims to the “2orduny They
porma nently setiled the Falkignds in 1830 and bave
oonlinucyth governed them a¢ a colony vince that
time The strategic igm©icance of 1he Falklands hue
wared anct wanod thiough the yearn Duiing the
purad of eatty settlemenst, the istands weie | avdered
imprie 3 a2 2 reauppls posal for shipe rounding Cape

Horn Bt with the operang Sf the Panam. Canal ihes
tont w = e of that saiu: B8nuel ships cuntinped 10 ase
the pore of Stanley as « cosiing clatior, howeser, 3
the istands plased & hex rol s e rrol of the yaad
Atlanuc and peranors ap - the Gierman Nasyon
bahwor e

This raper descrides geographe features of e -
Wnds thal are pertinsnt 10 the curreat cran 3. * o
paaential mutitars operaticns (v dugis it the §ala
Lad Isiandd propet and alse more Bree fly . with South
Gouvtgin 38 the ther Falkland fsland dependencies
i

Uncie seifed

e
.
3 .
g
) ‘w:
- ‘. J T——.
. ~ s .
. .
. L o i)
ot Aeemy,
* " T e ‘:\ Gepno2
el Fim g
’ . ol Y0
‘e ._.—-"s,.\
e
. Lt
e Cag
. Mok
Y N
. "
———
Vamrey
s I
Waas Gug,
. Y

Toon v

o A Ire tun Pugn i

e

e L

yene

01 she 82 P




-—

———— .

. novinel
s :cnh.hh‘mwl -

ANTARCTICA

7

9.7

Grance
cang

. . —

g

Trerre Bt

oad Pung o




”

LAND ISLANDS

LA T
S 0.

Surcry Wy o0 P @
A n ety il

Tt e -
P ol
.
b
L M .-
es: . . s -
[I7T SO . .
P . -
e = . ‘ Swnlgyer
c - Eext bolkignd . fum
R =]
. [l
St =
Lastonie
iy
1
. )
ﬁx [
. Pogrivtnd Pages
- & Oow N ppe
o Wi B peap
.. —— et & bech
) B g P e
—
. \ SOUTW GL W8
Lo
-
S

Tor Fatiload lskwh
The Folhlands Jonsit of twu large wlarnds and adout
0 amaller ones w:ih 8 1012: 2rea of appror.mately

2000 ~guare kilometers rwmewhat smatlcr 1Pan
Conmecticvt) ibe twn nencipa! istands, Eavt and
West Faldland, are sepats.of By Faltland Sound,
whech o3 ) iloreiers across gt its ~arroe eyl poral and
adout ¢C sfomeiers acrus. 87 13 » §t The oot
lincs of 1he istands are very irreguler ang include
many guod sachorages the best are Rerdeley Sound,
aste of the origirul British sttlement, and Punt Wil
Ham 3' the entrance to Stanley Harbuu

Fast Fottland @ slmust <o’ M) By sounds " he
motthern poron of the i 2 o domimnnt g
vgged cast-wast range of Mlls, which 0 Muuat
Usdorne -1 Nighest peal in Ide nlands- reaches a
moumum thevsion of 7CS meters The southen
purton, browr a3 Lafuna is o los yAduleting plun
wit elergtions rarely cacecding 30 meters abaae o
leve Wocst Fattisnd u more Milly 1han ity ne-ghtan A
rang ¢ Wil ucoumes the norihern pert of (he nland
and a.ahe peralien Faialand Sound. the highot
pead 1 WG mciers The Nills 8nc mosriam are

w0 2red wath 1tun lasees Af wn! Begair By sy
ouiceirs. and mans of (be vallr are chatactensed
by stone “runs™ accemulat oo gk’ pocted
Boylders tht Took hide -ineer - v e Tl -ng 16 the
wa Ihe dowands ot b nicare buoggs v~ ma -
pir.e: ‘

Argeatior pnd Briid Pl e Namen

1slas Malvinas Faltisad Islands

28: f Harboure
Rerheler Soun

2 d-ontute Noard
Queen Cha.losic May

Bel . e ke Abrigm
Banie de la Anumiucr -
Bah - det Laternin.
®ara Naa b

fats Beigrano Cape Mcicder
Cad {ea Cae Dolpa

U P rNan belipe Cape Pormbr e
oo bk Lavel Baland
U e Pxhen ByLble aiwn~
H! on Mohuae Westl Falblan,
Joo Sanra W eddedl Iulaw!
AR B Souh Gagis
Tlas &t e Jasom Taka wta
hia b L4 East be'L' ~¢
Pla fra b2 Seunde tand
M- nie Aterdi Moun: ¢ durne
Mante Inaependenc s Mouni Ausm
Purit. By Suniey

¥ ooas Clerhe Chirke Rucke

R f ormorsn y Nearsy Shag Rocts

Phr abow informetion i3 Unclasrified.
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The Falliosd {shad
The Falklends oract of 1w
0 smaller ones ®id 5 130
3.U00 square 3 "uencicrs (o
Connecticwt) , ae twe aeinc’
Wasl Falktanc, sre YN
*hh 1 3 kiloreten acrans
about 40 sikorneter azrom, ;
fine of the wlands a:c very
many gl anchorages the
nie of ihe original Bestisk .
hem a2 the entrance 10 Se

Last fallland 4 almes’ —ur
Rorihern portion of 1N <l
Tugged east-west range of A
Usburae —the highest reak
miimum elecg.ion of 204 o
Mton. bavea as Lglons, o
SUR ele a1y rarsly priee:
fevel Wiat ) oien 1 more
rangr of K . o upies the ne
and anuihe b b aie
peal » "W metess ey pti
o0 ereC witR i, 4 2N of W
ONICTU®. ANd Maas of L he ve
Dy slone “rusy"  aucumuty
BoLiden 1031 fase fike 1 een
we Toevaung .o s
pleves 1t

Argeatior and Beunv ¢t 1y, 0

slo3 Malvinas

Riba de Y lhrvﬂ
Baha O s Anuacinc g
Bahia de’ §aderin
828 San futiap

Ca Beiyean,

Cod e

CU vSan telipe

(2 ST SR 1™

1L G " mhon

Iola Coer M-lvina

IaTisge

Mcnie Arterd,

Monais Inczpenden)s
Paerie L YT

| L VTRA A TY

Rocas Lovmorar y Negra
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Climare. 10 theae Dleni lands, drong. colt waterl)

®ind: (e Lol 1 roug hout the yer Stande e only
Mace where keng. term melorrobagical record. Yo ve
ber. voeiee a0 annug) prxiptation of abowt
870 mm (26 inches) Shees gre wuelly cloudy ond
Sumudiny w invarabiy high, P e Ulon JCun un
mort 1har helf b days of every momih of 1Ne year
Sron mus 1ol €uring sy month bt even in winler
docs mxt remarn on the ground for Jor; e rvad
Average daily femperatyres dunag July. the enddect
monih. renge frem = 1° 10 4% Celsiws, dunng Ianu
&N the ~2-mes month, the range is from 8¢ LN
Ceheus winds svgrage more 1hen : S tnots QB

Yeprranoa The natye Y wegeiation, imiod t g
heath. and smail shrubs. offen btk cover ot <o :a)-
fant Trees do rex grue Astcrally i the cold. eind)y
chmate and 1rne thar ar olantod ysually die Braad
2722310 the wpdands are proctically barren The .
87> & arc .ae single Most iIMpOrt3nl reseyr e of the
alands a3 thev ,aomide pasiursge for shesp Peat,

#viilable in adyrdince n driod ond used 83 » Neating
fucl p

Nearbors, Beochcs ond loading Ploces Althourh ihe
Bmys anc inlets provife 11 -y Wfe snchivage (he
mh it (e KEINgOIng veraels 15 81 Stanley 4o
proteciod harb - o entered via Port William, -r,
snhorage suitata: for shim of alt drsughr . | arger
veasels are prevenied from entering Stanley harbu: »
hallow denthe 5nd himirec furmng space they must
remana #n W Mata ang trane gy maller
€2l Many of the amalt Wiements have wities b
Beree the 5oats that ply cwch and fortn 1o Stanley
bringing i wwpplies Ind carrying out Bates of w.aif fur
eapr

Yo e sriw o O
is .

The Progple. The \onal ol vion of (he § iklend
Islends praw 1o the A genuine (alecner way approgs-
malely 1.635 Abor 1,073 of Ihe hatiznts lived
Stanley. the resl tived in some W0 o mure settiements
o0 East Follland, Wesl Fylljend and a doren wmatier
wlands The native perlstion u tivont whotly Bry.
2. many of Scotind urigin Working «p¢ mater




predominate because of a net emigration of females
and immugration of maies between the ages of 15 :.na
64 \lrawost half the male populatior. is employed in
the - “~en- farming industry. Labor shortages have
been 4 writical problem, and contract labor has com-
monly been brought in from the United Kingdem. (U)

Over the past U years the population has gradually
declined from a high of about 2,400 in 1931, as many
of the young people have sough® opportunities else-
where. The small settlements have suffered most of
the decline: the ponulation of Staniey has remained
fairly stable. Living standards are good, ard the
inhabitants overwhelmingly favor retaining their ties
to the Unitzd Kingdom. ()

Ecomomy. Sheep farming nas long been the most
IMPOrta.i cconomic activity in the Falklands. Today
.here ace more than 640,000 sheep on the islands. The
~ool, which is of high quality, is exported to the
United KNingdom: Whales 2nd seals were exploited
extensively in and around the islands, particularly
during the 19th century, bui the last whaling station
on South Georgia, ceased operating in the cerly
1960s. In spite of the potentially good fishing grounc.
south and east of the islands, no commercial fishing
industry has developed. A few peopie fish part-time to
supplenient their incomes and nrovide fish for local
consumntion. (L

There are no importam minerai r_sources on the
Falklard Is'ands proper, but there has been much
speculation about petroleum depusits oifshore be-.
tween the islands and the Argentine coast.{The most
recent geophysical information does not supoort opti-
mism that these deposits a. ¢ of great econumic impor-

C uﬁdel':lnl

to 450 meters. Vegetation on the island consists of a
‘few. species of grasses, lichens, and mosses; the only
land m2-nmals are reindeer, introduced in the carly
part of this century, which now number about 2.000.
The irregular, deeply indented coast provides many
saflc anchorages. and the island unce had whaling
stations at Leith, Grytviken, and several other sites.
The stations have {allen into disuse with the decline of
whaling activities in the region and the development
of whaling factory ships. A British scientific sta**wn
at Grytviken, the only permanently inhabited place .
on the island, was captured by Argentine foress on
3 Apeil. (U, .
The South bandwu.h 'slands are a string of rugged,
steep-sided, volcanic 1siznds lying about 350 nautiral
miles southeast of Scutt Georgia. Unliks South Geor-
gia, this zroup includes few anchorages. and most of
the places that are suitable for tanding are subject to
continuing volcanic activity. In 1976 Argentira ~et up .
a scientific base on Scuthern Thule. the southernamost
island of the chain. British protests resulted in s
mutual agreement that Argentine scient: ic .u.mu) in
‘¢ area had no sovereignty nmpho.nuons (L

The South Shetland Islands, South Orkney Islands.
and other lands within ths British-cle.med secior of
the Antarctic were separated from the Fulkland {s-
land Dependencies in 1962 and a‘e now ldmlmstcrcd
as.the Bnush Antarctic Territory. (L)

" Other J,utisdic:iou:l Implications

Besides the juestion of sovercignty over “ae §atkland
{slands themsclves foccupation of (he istinds has

_implications for jurisdictional claims over wcean re

“sources in a broad region around the Falklands Jr\:i in

tance/Significant firds might still be made, but
commercial uevelopmen* would S¢ d.:ricult and ex-
pens.ve because of the uniavorable operating *ondl-
tions. (C)

S r—

The Dependencies

The Dependencies of the Falkiand Islands incluce
South.Georgia, the South Sandwich Islands, Shag
Racks. Clerke Rocks, and several other scatiered
focky anc s, A cold, inhaspitaoie climate and a
fack of natural resources discourage habitation. Sci-
entific stations arc the only permanent settlements in
the Dependencies. (L)

South Georgia, the l:;rgcsl island of the Dependencics,

is located 725 nautical miles east-southeas: of the
Falkland Islands. Rugged and mountainous. with
clevations as high as 2,914 meters. it is covered
entircly by snow anc glaciers much of the year. In
summer (December-Februaryi the suow line-may rise

"Antarclicq, At st.ac are some ~otentially gond ﬁ\hlng
grounds that fall within the 200-mile econumic zonces
around the islands, and the resources of the wide

- cuntinental shelf on which the island., :re iveated. {The,

:Argentines oclieve that their claims in Aatarctica,
‘which overlap these of the Cmited Kingdom, Lare
_renforced by possession i territory :mmcdm Ll‘ o
‘the north ‘(Cl

Tﬁ: long dispuie betwee  Argentina ind Chile over
sovercignty 1ssuss .a the area of the Beagle Chaanel

: may also be strongiy affectea by the vulcormienTIhe *

‘current crisis in the Faiklands. The success Argen.

“tna s igvasion of the Falklands may tempt it to use
military force rather than diplomacy ta achieseaton

ob!ccuvcs in the Beagle Channel area.yc)
s e p———— .




176"

1770

1R N

LA

Fak had Iitands Chvonclogy *

Englsh aavigsior John Davis reaches the Falkland haland.

Scbaid van Werrt. 8 Duich navigator, w'h along the northern shore of the
Fuldlands and probe ) vusits ome of (de ulands. erhap 1he Jasons

Capt John Strong mates 1he fint recorded Tandizg on tde Falklands and names
the sound Detween the twu main slands “Fawhlard Sound” —s name soon
assacialed with the nland group is 8 whale

Louis de Bouginvilie. sailing under 8 Freach flag, o:abludo & wtikkment on Esni
Folkland

Capt Joha Byron_ sent ort on's sunve, crpodiioe cluims the slands for Gezgt
Bratair and leaves 8 small parly on Saunden fsland

The French settiement on Eav $albland 15, undzr pressure, tramifereed 10 Spein

Spanmards rase fay on Easy Falbland. (be Feonch namve 2 the n'andn.
Molowines, s Miaper-srzed 0n Npanih éocuments T Jalas Malvinas

Spanish wanhim bnsber€ 1he settiement on :3aunden Liand and lurcs the Britinh
40 sBandun 1he blaads Spuir muirtarny untroben hine of governon a1 al\laady
Bem 174% 49 IR0

-Arl rra gains independencs from Sje.n and Zlewms \“'clinlntw ovee ihe
Faildland.. the it Arger ac Governmeat ofTuia! n wn: Lrine plands in 1820

Bucnos Asres grunts Founs Venet.a $1enchman cerrair rahia on 1 eapdxtatioe of
1E0UTLES Of [he mlan? Vernel widis soviiul v Y ara'ing -gasz L e alirpat
wiolatiwns of fishing v g7 -

US concite bennglun toys wacir 1o the Ary  ~¢ settiement un b3y Palklard
and proctaims 1l 1siands “Nias o 80! g wernaaa

Gread Britaim. ahud . scver remvaunced ots ¢Ta.ms (0 wwerrignry, m~d vanhp
Clu-a rerabe clands Argenuine Mag 13 weired and inng British rule commences

.i awup of Argentines aprwreatly scung without Ine gjproval c I gorern
ment’ a1iemp wasucces ety 1o 1avade i nlamds When Ihey return io
Argentina, they are grecied as heroes

A-genting .ovades e afkinnd Dilamis

Iow butoral mcord ap Shed the chromch gy @ s o 1 om0 08 Wbt wo-u-u’




